
	 Monday July 1st, 2019 - Today, the Grassroots Media Union is officially announcing 
our end-of-season awards. The goal of the awards is the same as our goal with everything we 
do: to work towards uniting the lower leagues and recognize the best that grassroots soccer 
has to offer, no matter what league it comes from.

	 

	 Our current list of awards include GSMU Player of the Year, Forward of the Year, 
Midfielder of the Year, Defender of the Year, Goalkeeper of the Year, a National Grassroots XI, 
GSMU Story of the Year, Journalist of the Year, Podcast of the Year, and an award for off-the-
field contributions. 

	 

	 Player of the Year will highlight the top player at any position across USL League Two, 
NPSL, UPSL, and regional leagues. The position specific awards will do the same in their 
specific positions. 

	 

	 For story of the year, any written, auditory, or visual story/series about grassroots 
soccer is eligible. Any journalist and podcast that focuses primarily on grassroots soccer will 
be eligible for their respective awards.

	 

	 Any team, organization, supporters group, or individual is eligible for the off-the-field 
award. It will be looking to highlight someone doing things in the grassroots soccer 
environment to benefit their community and the general good of people.


	 Note: The list of awards could continue to grow as the season progresses and the 
names of the awards are subject to change.

	 

	 We will begin announcing our watchlists for awards next week. We will update the lists 
weekly. Just one vote from a member will get someone on the watchlist, and they will not be 
removed from the watchlist. 

	 

	 On October 14th, we will announce our final watchlists of the year, in essence our 
shortlist. All finalists will come from these lists.


	 GSMU members will then vote on members of the shortlists to determine four finalists 
in each category. These finalists will be announced the weekend of the Founders Cup Semi-
Finals. 

	 

	 Once the semi-finalists are announced, polls will open. Voting for award winners will be 
come from both members of the media and fans. GSMU Member votes will make up 75% of 
the voting, while a fan vote will make up the other 25%. Award winners will be announced two 
weeks following the announcement of finalists.


	 We are excited for this project and to hopefully continue with our mission to recognize 
members of the grassroots soccer community no matter what league they come from. 


